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This study establishes the basic principles 
necessary to successfully research and document 
a personal family history. In most cases only a 
fragmentary record of an ancestor’s life will have 
survived, and those traces will tend to cluster 
around only a few topics. So it is in the Hinds 
case study presented. Analysis of those traces is 
essential: so analysis is made transparent in the 
text. Other approaches are briefly presented in an 
appendix. 
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